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original didache by giving the names of the apostles, and bringing the 
work a little more into the form used at the assumed period, by supplying a 
commencement and conclusion in the style of the second century. Whether 
the restored text offered was indeed the original, can neither be denied nor 
affirmed. Hoole may be right, he is probably wrong. The translation into 
English is very smooth and forcible, containing, here and there, a new ren- 
dering of a hitherto misunderstood passage. This is the chief attraction of 
the book, together with its neat appearance and the -moderate price. For 
the average reader, who has neither time nor inclination to study the editions 
of Harnack and Harris, or the compilation of Schaff, this little book con- 
tains everything needful to an intelligent appreciation of the importance of 
our text. 

W. M.-A. 



Deuterographs : Duplicate passages in the Old Testament, their bearing on 
the Text and Compilation of the Hebrew Scriptures. By Robert B. 
Girdlestone, M.A., Honorary Canon of Christ Church, and formerly 
Principal of Wycliffe Hall, etc. Oxford : Clarendon Press ; Chicago : 
A. C. McClurg & Co., 1894. Pages xxxii + 172, also 76 pages of 
book catalogue. 

There is universal agreement on this one thing at least in biblical 
study, namely, that the Books of Samuel and Kings are duplicated in many 
passages by Chronicles. The significance of this fact for the study of biblical 
history and for a textual study of these books is very great. It is possible to 
determine the textual relationship of these parallels, and to estimate their 
possible relations to a common source from which they were compiled. This 
book follows in the main the text of the R. V., changing the same only where 
a convenient arrangement of the parallel columns demands it. The presenta- 
tion to the eye, of the likeness and unlikeness between Samuel and Kings on 
the- one hand and Chronicles on the other, is very plain, and suggests at once 
to the reader some interesting problems. The author names the first column, 
representing Samuel and Kings, A, and the Chronicles column, B. Some of 
the variations between these texts are startling. They reveal additions, 
omissions and variations of several kinds. Some are simply those of spell- 
ing, others are apparently dialectical changes either verbal or grammatical. 
Still others are paraphrastic, or such as to disclose corruption or variations 
in the text of the Hebrew. This latter is quite striking in amount, even 
ere the literary material is substantially the same. 

These points, however, are not of more interest than those of historical 
criticism. In a careful study of these parallel columns we are somewhat 
initiated into the methods of compilations adopted by Hebrew writers. Their 
purpose dominates their method, and the existence of the same events in 
other literature modifies their results. Who were these compilers and what 
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was their original text ? Shall we lay all the fault of variations on the orig- 
inal writers ? or shall we attribute it to late copyists ? How many of them 
were unintentional ? and how many were deliberate, if not systematic ? 
Because two texts apparently contradict each other are we to charge the 
same to the sources of those texts ? or to the carelessness or ignorance of 
the compilers ? or to our ignorance of the complete background of the narra- 
tive ? 

Again, if the compilers of Kings and Chronicles made use of various 
documents usually referred to in preparing their history, how far may we 
infer that other books were made up on the same plan ? Is it certain that 
some compilers did not quote their sources, but simply patched their work 
together without much order or consistency ? These are some of the numer- 
ous questions which crowd in upon the reader of this little book. The tex- 
tual notes at the bottom of the page are a good feature, but those 
who would use them are as a rule students who would prefer to make com- 
parison of Hebrew texts. The volume is supplied with an index of texts for 
ready reference. One feature, however, of the bound volume cannot be too 
severely censured. It is an imposition on the book-buying public for publishers 
to insert more than a few pages of advertisements in the back of their books. 
But here the Clarendon Press has insulted the goodwill and forbearance of 
its patrons by inserting and binding in with 204 pages of permanently valua- 
ble material, just seventy-six pages of book catalogue. Every buyer of this 
volume must either mar his book by tearing out the catalogue, or else carry 
on his shelves these seventy-six pages of room-taking trash. This method 
carried on by several English book-houses cannot be too sharply criticised. 

Price. 



How to Read the Prophets: Being the Prophecies arranged chronologically 
in their historical Setting, with Explanations and Glossary. By the Rev. 
Buchanan Blake, B.D. Part V. Isaiah (xl-lxvi) and the post- 
Exilian Prophets. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark; New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons; Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co. 1895. Pages, 246. 
Price #1.50. 

With this volume Mr. Blake concludes his series of " How to Read the 
Prophets" in chronological order. This part contains Isaiah xl.-lxvi., Daniel 
Haggai, Zechariah i.-viii. and Malachi. They are treated uniformly with the 
former volumes of the series, viz., first, the text, in the author's translation, 
arranged in chronological order ; secondly, the historical setting of the same 
texts, with running explanations. New or difficult words are printed in heavy- 
faced type, which is a finger-point to a glossary at the end of the book, where 
all such puzzles are explained. In the arrangement of the text, the author 
gives no arguments for the positions which he takes. But as he is writing for 
laymen his word is supposed to be taken as final. It is quite as necessary for 



